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REE: ISLAMABAD A- 107 

1. REFAIR DESCRIBES RECENT PRESIDENTIAL ORDINANCE ENABLING 
PROVINCIAL HIGH COURTS TO ENTERTAIN APPEALS OE SENTENCES 
LEVIED BY SPECIAL TRIBUNALS HEARING CASES UNDER DEFENSE 
OF PAKISTAN ORDINANCE (DPO). DESPITE LAW MINISTER'S 
EXPLANATION THAT THIS RELAXATION OF DPO WAS LIMITED ONLY 
TO HIGH COURT REVIEW OE SENTENCES, SUPREME COURT IN A 
DISPLAY OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE SET PRECEDENT OF DECIDING 
BAIL COULD BE GRANTED TO THOSE ARRESTED BUT NOT YET TRIED 
UNDER DPO. LAHORE 

HIGH COURT HAS CONTINUED INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL 
INTERPRETATION OE DPO BY GRANTING BAIL TO SENATOR 
HANIF RAMAY. AT THE SAME TIME LAHORE HIGH COURT 
DECIDED TO GRANT BAIL TO OPPOSITION MEMBERS OE THE 
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE KHAKWANI AND RAJA MUNAWAR AS 
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URDU DIGEST HAD BEEN OUTSPOKENLY CRITICAL OF THE BHUTTO 
REGIME. ON JULY 26, LAHORE HIGH COURT ALSO FREED 
OPPOSITION MNA CHAUDHURY ZAHUR ILAHI ON BAIL. 

2. LAHORE HIGH COURT ON JULY 26 ALSO GRANTED BAIL BEEORE 
ARREST TO EOUR JAMAAT-I-ISLAMI LEADERS. GRANT OF BAIL 
BEFORE ARREST IS JUDICIAL PROCEDURE OE LONG PRACTICE IN 
PAKISTAN AND IS ANOTHER INDICATION LAHORE HIGH COURT IS 
ASSERTING ITS INDEPENDENCE IN MATTERS IT FREES AS FALLING 
UNDER ITS PURVIEW. PLAINTIFES IN SUCH CASES ARE USUALLY 
POLITICAL OPPOSITION MEMBERS WHO FEAR GOP OR PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT WILL HARRASS THEM WITH ACCUSATIONS OE SERIOUS 
CRIMES. IE JAILED THEY WOULD BE EEEECTIVELY REMOVED 
EROM THE POLITICAL PROCESS. 
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